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SQUADRON ANNUAL REPORTS

Squadron Annual Reports for 2007 were due on 15 
January and many are still outstanding.  I will be at 
Fort Benning from 27 January to 2 February and I 
will expect to find the late reports in my US Mail 
or electronic mail by 3 February.  Please comply 
so I can file my Wing Report to Northeast Region.

WING PLAN OF ACTION

The  Wing  Plan  of  Action  for  2008  has  been 
submitted  to  Col.  Jensen  for  approval.   Upon 
approval, a copy will be forwarded to all Squadron 
Aerospace Education Officers.

CALENDAR

12 Apr-SAT-SAREX
26 Apr-SAT Wing Convention
28 Apr-5 May-USAF Graded Training Event
10 May-SAT-ACUT
21 Jun-SAT Wing Rocket Competition

WING AEROSPACE EDUCATION 
WORKSHOP

The theme for  the Wing Convention in  April  is 
centered  on  “Training  and  Education.”   Col 
Stidsen will offer a seminar which will discuss the 
history of the aircraft  industry in  Connecticut  in 
World War II.

Capt. Rocketto will offer two seminars.  The first 
seminar will consist of a set of demonstrations and 
participatory  exercises  useful  for  explaining 
aerospace  concepts  to  Cadets.   Newton's  three 
laws of  dynamics,  lift  theory,  work,  power,  and 
energy will be considered.  Scale modeling of the 
solar  system  will  be  demonstrated.   Finally,  a 
simple  model  of  an  internal  combustion  engine 
will  conclude  the  session.   Handouts  will  be 
provided.

The second seminar led by Capt. Rocketto will  be 
a  group discussion session about the current state 
of Aerospace Education in CTWG squadrons.  A 
number of practical suggestions will be offered as 
to what can be done to increase and improve the 
current programs offered.  Topics which might be 
covered  include  field  trips,  hands-on  activities 
such  as  the  AEX  Program,  audio-visual 
technology  and  available  media,  orientation 
flights,  rifle  safety  and  marksmanship, 
professional advancement in the aerospace track, 
the citrus  fruit  fund raiser,  and how to ease  the 
paperwork  burden.   Participants  should  be 
prepared  to  discuss  their  own  successful 
experiences.

CITRUS FRUIT FUND RAISER

The Citrus Fruit Fund Raiser was successful with a 
profit to five squadrons of approximately $5,000. 
A lot was learned in this first attempt and plans are 
to run a second fruit sale in the fall of this year. 
Details will be discussed at the Wing Conference 
and in future issues of The Daedalean.



2008 COMMANDER'S CUP
Rocketry Contest

Col.  Valleau,  Col.  Marteka,  and  Capt.  Rocketto 
have met  and discussed  the  details  of  the  Wing 
Rocketry Contest.  Here is a draft of the rules.

Each Squadron will enter three rockets.  The first 
rocket  will  be  a  flying  model  of  an  historical 
rocket powered by a D engine or less.  It will be 
ready for submission at the Wing Conference and 
at  that  time  it  will  be  judged  on  its  historical 
accuracy  and  construction.   The  builder  will 
submit  a  one  page  single  spaced  size  12  type 
report which discusses the historical importance of 
the rocket.  The rocket will be flown at the Wing 
“Fly-Off” on 21 June.

In  addition,  a  quiz  based  upon  the  materials  in 
CAP Rocketry and Aerospace Education literature 
will  be  taken  by  each  Squadron  at  the  Wing 
Conference.   The quiz will  be timed but can be 
taken by the squadron as a group.

The second rocket will be “scratch-built.”  It will 
be 16 inches long and have four fins and will be 
powered by a D engine.  Decorations must be a 
CAP  theme.   Points  will  be  awarded  for 
construction, decoration, and height.    It will fly 
on 21 June.

The third rocket will be an Estes Alpha with balsa 
fins.   Entry  is  restricted  to  Cadets  who  did  not 
compete in last year's contest and have not attained 
the Atlas Stage (2nd phase) in the CAP Rocketry 
Program.  Points will be awarded for construction, 
decoration, and height.

The winning squadron will be determined by the 
accumulated points for all activities.

AN OPPORTUNITY NOT TO BE MISSED

The  following  article  was  printed  in  the  last  
edition of The Daedalean.  If you joined the AIAA 

as  an  Educator  Associate,  please  notify  me  by  
email.  If you have not, I highly recommend it.

The  American  Institute  of  Aeronautics  and 
Astronautics  is  the  premier  professional 
organization  for  aeronautical  engineering 
professionals.   The  AIAA sponsors  an  Educator 
Associate Program for those involved in teaching 
aerospace  and I  have ascertained that  AEOs are 
eligible.  The program is at no cost and there are a 
number  of  benefits  including  free  conference 
membership, a grant program, and a book prize for 
your squadron library or for a Cadet.

Call  up the AIAA website  on your  computer  at 
http://www.aiaa.org.  Then click on the “Students 
and Educators” menu selection at  the top of  the 
page.  Then click on “K-12 Educators” located on 
the right hand side of the page.  This will bring up 
a  page  with  information.   An  orange  block  is 
located towards the center of the page which says 
“join now.”  Click on it.  This will bring up an e-
form which  you can  submit  directly.   You may 
choose “JR Aviation” as the class which you teach 
and  you  will  list  the  Civil  Air  Patrol  as  your 
affiliation and business address.

RIFLE SAFETY AND MARKSMANSHIP 
PROGRAM

The  Wing  sponsored  rifle  safety  and 
marksmanship  program will  continue  throughout 
the next year.  The Quaker Hill Rod and Gun Club 
has  pledged  to  provide  equipment,  supply,  and 
personnel support  and a grant for future funding 
has been submitted to the Connecticut Friends of 
the NRA.

At this  time, two clinics  have been held,  one at 
Quaker Hill  Rod and Gun Club and one at  Bell 
City Rifle Club with five squadrons participating. 
We  are  in  the  process  of  trying  to  make 
arrangements  with  Bridgeport  Rifle  Club, 
Torrington  Rifle  Club,  Metacon Rifle  Club,  and 
Pachaug Outing  Club for  range  time.   As  these 
plans solidify, squadrons near these ranges will be 
notified and invited to participate.

http://www.aiaa.org/


TRADING EQUIPMENT

Squadrons have accumulated equipment, some of 
which may be surplus to their needs.  It has been 
suggested  that  we  establish  some  sort  of  an 
exchange by which we can advertise our needs and 
what we have to trade or loan.  Most often, this 
might  be  BDUs  for  Cadets  for  whom  sizing 
becomes an issue.

We  have  contacted  the  Wing  Supply  and 
Transportation  Officer,  LTC  Brignola  and 
received the following advice.

Exchanges  do  not  go  through  the  Wing.   Unit 
Supply Officers arrange transfers using CAPF 111 
as per CAPR 67-1.

If any unit needs some item or is willing to trade 
some surplus item, The Daeldalean will be glad to 
post it in an “Equipment Exchange” column.

YEAGER AWARD ISSUE

A  number  of  members  who  have  earned  the 
Aerospace Eduction Program for Senior Members 
ribbon  (The  Yeager  Award)  may  not  have  this 
information  listed  on  their  National  records  nor 
have received the formal certificate from Wing.

If you have any members who fit in this category, 
please  notify  me  and  attach  a  copy  of  their 
electronic award verification to the email.  I will 
then submit a report to NHQ to rectify the records 
and I will have a formal award certificate printed.

In  the  future,  if  any  of  your  squadron members 
earn this award, please notify me by email so that I 
can submit a report to NHQ and print a certificate 
which I will forward to you.

Memories of February's Past

01/1912 The first  incident  of  aircraft  being 
struck by bullet occurs during Italo-Turkish War.

02/1925 President Calvin Coolidge signs the 
Kelly Act which allows the Post Office to let out
contracts to private companies to carry airmail.

03/1928 Due  to  a  dispute  with  the 
Smithsonian Institution over whom developed the 
first successful controllable, heavier than air, man 
carrying powered aircraft, Orville Wright has the 
original Wright Flyer shipped to England. It will 
remain there for two decades.

04/1948 The  Douglas  D-558-2  Skyrocket 
completes the first phase of its tests at Muroc.

05/1919 Deutsche  Luftfreederie,  the  first 
civilian airline, commences routes between Berlin, 
Leipzig, and Weimar.

06/1926 Pratt  and  Whitney  introduces  the 
first Wasp engine, a nine cylinder, 400 HP radial.

07/1927 Georgetown  University  offers  the 
first course in aviation medicine.

08/1967 The Saab 37  Viggen makes its first 
flight.

09/1924 The U.S. Air Mail Service wins the 
Collier Trophy for establishing the practicality of
night flying.

10/1956 Father of the RAF, Marshal of the 
Royal Air Force, Lord Trenchard, goes west.

11/1962 Gary Francis Powers arrives back in 
U.S. after a spy swap for“Col Rudolph Abel.”

12/1934 Zantford  D.  Granville,  GeeBee 
designer goes west in crash at Spartanburg, N.C.



13/1943 The  Vought  F4U  Corsair  makes 
operational debut in a raid on Bougainville.

14/1930 The Navy accepts  the  Boeing 205 
for testing.  It is the first monoplane designed for 
aircraft carrier operations.  It is designated as the 
XF5B-1.

15/1975 The  first  pre-production  Fairchild 
A-10A makes its maiden flight.

16/1982 The  first  production  Airbus  A310 
rolls out of factory in Toulouse, France.

17/1915 HMS Ark Royal, the first seaplane 
carrier commences operations in the Dardanelles.

18/1943 Extraordinary  test  pilot  “Eddie” 
Allen goes west in crash of XB-29.

19/1915 Robert  Goddard  commences  a 
series of solid fuel rocket experiments.

20/1965 Eugene L. Vidal, former Director of 
Air Commerce, goes west.

21/1921 Lt  W.D.  Coney  makes  the  first 
transcontinental solo flight from San Diego, Calif. 
to  Jacksonville, Fl. in a DH-4B.

22/1987 First  flight  of  Airbus  A320 
introducing fly-by-wire control to the commercial 
market.
23/1909 The Silver Dart is the first airplane 
to fly in Canada.

24/1939 Pan American Airlines accepts the 
first Boeing 314 Clipper.

25/1956 The  first  launch  of  the  prototype 
Nike-1  SAM  is  made  at  White  Sands  Missile 
Range.

26/1946 The  Eighth  Air  Force  ends 
operations in England.

27/1969 Colin Campbell Mitchell, developer 
of the steam catapult, is reported as having gone
west.

28/1925 Testing the earth inductor compass, 
Lt. H.P. Whitten and Navigator Bradley Jones fly

from Dayton,  Ohio to  Boston,  Mass.  using only 
navigation instruments.

29/1960 The  USAF  accepts  the  North 
American X-15.

VANS

From time to time, a unit may need additional vans 
for transportation to a special  activity.   All  vans 
are available to any unit if needed.  If you require 
additional  vehicles,  you  should  contact  the 
Squadron  Commander  and  Squadron 
Transportation Officer of the unit at which the van 
is located and make arrangements for its use,  as 
long as that unit is not utilizing the van during that 
period of time.  Transfers may be processed on a 
CAPF 37A.  All drivers must have a CAP drivers 
license.

CADET DISPLAYS
WING CONFERENCE

Each  Squadron  is  encouraged  to  enter  two 
displays.   One  display  will  be  the  traditional 
“safety” display.  The second display will be based 
on the theme “History of Rocketry.”

CADET ACTIVITIES
WING CONFERENCE

A number of Cadet activities are scheduled for the 
Wing Conference.  There will be a speech contest, 
an  informal  drill-off,  a  presentation  on  National 
Cadet Summer Activities, and a meeting of Cadet 
commanders.



THE ORIGIN OF THE PHRASE  “Gone 
West”

In  the  aviation  chronology which  we  include  in 
each  edition,  when  a  aviator  dies,  he  is  said  to 
have  “gone  west.”   The  origin  of  the  specific 
phrase is uncertain but it may be traced as far back 
as World War I (1914-1918) as a euphemism for 
dying.  West, the direction of the setting sun which 
marks  the  end of  day  symbolically  suggests  the 
end  of  life.  In  Egyptian  mythology,  Osiris  is 
viewed as the overlord of those who have passed 
to  the  west  or  died.   In  the  John  Ford  cavalry 
classic, She Wore a Yellow Ribbon, John Wayne's 
character has retired and as he makes his solitary 
departure from Fort Stark, the narrator intones,

So  Nathan  Brittles,  ex-captain  of  cavalry,  
USA,  started  westward...westward  toward 
the setting sun, which is the end of the trail  
for all old men.

Between 1918 and 1927, some two score  civilian 
pilots and mechanics lost their lives flying for the 
U.S.  Postal  Service.   The  initial  routes  were 
westward  from  the  east  coast  and  the  segment 
from  Newark  to  Chicago  across  the  Allegheny 
Mountains claimed a preponderance of the crews. 
Known as “Hell's Stretch,”  those pilots lost were 
said to have “gone west.”   The Quiet Birdmen, an 
organization of aviators honor an old tradition. At 
each meeting they rise, face west, and toast those 
comrades who have folded their wings forever.

The Monument 
to the Air Mail  

Pioneers 
Bellefonte, PA

USEFUL WEB SITES

1. The  Canandaigua  Composite  Squadron 
(NYWG) has a set of practice quizzes for 
Cadet  aerospace  and  leadership  and  the 
Yeager. 
http://mdln.hws.edu/cap/modules/index.asp

2. Estes, the supplier of many of the popular 
rockets, has a site with useful information 
at:  http://www.esteseducator.com/

3. The American Institute of Aeronautics and 
Astronautics  maintains  educational 
material at:
http://www.aiaa.org/content.cfm?pageid=5

4. An off-beat  site  is  run by the Associated 
Air  Tanker  Pilots  for  those  interested  in 
fire suppression from the air.
http://www.airtanker.com/

5. If you want to find out what plane belongs 
to  what  N-number,  try  the  FAA  site  at: 
http://registry.faa.gov/aircraftinquiry/

6. The  Connecticut  affiliate  of  the  National 
Association of Rocketry may be found at: 
http://www.catorockets.org/index.html

7. Interested  in  how stuff  works,  the  go  to 
http://www.howstuffworks.com/

8. The  mysteries  of  the  U.S  military 
designation  system  for  aircraft  are 
discussed at http://www.driko.org/des.html

9. Are  you  interested  in  Lockheed's  rocket-
boosted NF-104?
http://www.nf104.com/index.html

10. Visit “the Boneyard” where aircraft go to 
get recycled.
http://www.amarcexperience.com/Default.
asp
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