2014 CTWG Summer Encampment

Common Questions from Parents

What is my child going to do for the week?

This will be a challenging and fun week for cadets attending the encampment. They will be practicing and developing their abilities to accomplish various tasks through teamwork during the entire week, through marching practice, preparing with their "flight" (a team of cadets) for inspections of their barracks, etc. They will also be participating in some challenging activities currently being planned by the encampment command staff.  These activities provide a variety of experiences for the cadets, and new knowledge and training that they can take back with them to their home and local squadron.

Why do I have to complete so many Release Forms? Is it really that dangerous?

The encampment will be held at Camp Niantic. On the post there are several military units. Therefore the cadets and senior members will be on real estate, and using assets, belonging to different groups. True the paperwork does make it seem like the place is dangerous but this requirement is merely a formality. As always, safety comes first in CAP, so we will make every effort to lessen the potential for injury to all of our members.

What do they get to eat?

Encampment personnel will eat in a dining hall. We will get three hot meals a day with usually two choices. There are vegetarian and kosher meals available if required (Please indicate on Medical form in Remarks Section). While we are not talking high cuisine here, it's real food, and provides a balanced diet.

What about the medical care?

We will have on staff several trained personnel to provide medical care if needed. Highly competent personnel will staff an area dedicated to ensure that the proper level of care is given to any medical issue that may arise. On a daily basis, there will be a "sick call" for any person desiring medical attention. The medics will also monitor persons on mandatory medication to make sure that their medications are taken at the proper times. Additionally, there is a hospital nearby if needed.

Can they call me or can I call them?
Cadets’ schedules are full from the moment they arrive until clean-up after graduation.  They may not bring cell phones to Encampment for personal calls.  If there is an emergency at home, please contact the Encampment Commander Major James Ridley at 631-889-4919.  If there is an emergency at Encampment, we will notify you with the phone number you provide on the Encampment Application.

Should I come to Graduation?

ABSOLUTELY YES! It will begin at 11:00AM on Saturday with the graduation ceremony and finish with a pass in review. After that, they have to clear out of the quarters and then they will be yours again. (Please see the next question.) Go to the Encampment website: (http://www.ctwgencampment.org ) for updates during the week.

Can we leave immediately after graduation?

After graduation, there will be a checkout period that historically has taken from one to two hours. We will take additional steps, such as starting graduation an hour later to get more done in the morning and therefore lessen the time parents have to wait. However, we are using facilities on loan to us by the military, and we must leave the facilities in spotless condition. Although we will do most of the clean up and packing on Friday evening and Saturday morning, the final cleaning can't be done until the cadets are able to remove all of their gear from their rooms. For this reason, no cadet may leave the encampment until the cleaning is complete and the building has been released by the post personnel. Many hands make light work. Therefore, I ask for your patience during this final checkout period following graduation. Also, your remaining out of the building will help us finish faster. Having extra people in the building really detracts from our work. Instead, please plan to meet your cadet(s) in the parking lot for dismissal.

What can I do to help?

The best thing is to make sure each cadet is properly prepared and has everything on the equipment list. Also, please ensure they have only a little spending money and be sure to let them know that they can successfully get through the week if they work hard and try their best. That is what we expect of them - no more and no less. The week is fun, but challenging. As the week progresses they will grow and become more confident and self-sufficient than they ever knew they could be. That's the way it works, but as I'm sure you know, at times growth hurts.

What if I have specific questions?

Check with your local squadron commander or their designated Point of Contact for encampment, who can likely answer your questions. If not, then please ask them to contact me and I will either communicate the answer using a wide distribution or contact you directly.

JAMES A. RIDLEY, SR., Maj, CAP

Commander
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